
   
  

EARLY 

This text derives from “Staal Family History”, as 
written by Leendert Staal. 
Adapted for use on the Ruitersporen website by 
Jaap Ruiter.   
                       June 2025 

 

                                         (circa 1510 – 1625) 



   EARLY MEMBERS OF THE RUIJTER FAMILY, CIRCA 1510 - 1625 
 

- 1 - 
  

1. Introduction 
 
The following story focuses on part of the Ruijter Family History that intersects with the 
history and genealogy of the  Staal family. The latter is currently a five-volume set of books – 
still in draft. None of my research into the history and genealogy of my family has been 
publicly shared. Research into one’s family genealogy is never finished, there is always more 
to find. However, I intend the work into my family’s history to be printed, first of all for my 
family members, but also for selected archives, and ultimately to be shared online. I have 
chosen to write in English, as many of my family members don’t speak Dutch. Nonetheless, 
I hope you enjoy reading this story. 
 
Let me introduce myself. My name is Leendert Staal, born and raised in Amsterdam.  After a 
long international career, that took me to England, Switzerland, and the USA, I am now 
happily retired and living with my American wife Denise in the Washington DC area.  
 
2. Linking Trijntje Post to Grietje Albert Ruijter 
 

The Staal family is related to the Ruijter family through Trijntje Post (my great-grandmother), 
who was married to Herman David Staal from Amsterdam. Trijntje Post was a great-great 
granddaughter of Grietje Alberts Ruijter and Jan ten Caaten. The following pedigree chart 
illustrates the relationship between the Staal and the Ruijter families.  
 

 

 
 
 

Figure 1. Part of the family trees of the ten Caaten and the Ruijter families, for the period between 
approximately 1640 and 1932, showing the relationship to Trijntje Post. 

Source: based on research by the author. 
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The ancestors of Grietje Alberts Ruijter were from the area Blokzijl and Muggenbeet, just one 
mile north-east of Blokzijl. The ancestry of her husband Jan ten Caaten leads us to Kampen. 
Blokzijl and Kampen are located in the province Overijssel and are marked on the following 
map of the Netherlands from 1732. The location of Amsterdam is added for reference. 
 

 

 
 
 

Figure 2. Map of the Netherlands from 1732, with the locations of Blokzijl, Kampen and Amsterdam, 
 highlighted by the author. 

Source: Map by Herman Moll(1). 
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3. Early members of the Ruijter family, circa 1510 - 1625 
 
The information contained in this chapter is adopted from the work by Jaap Ruiter, who over 
a period of 40 years has done extensive research into the genealogy of the Ruijter family(2). 
Jaap Ruiter established and now manages Foundation Ruitersporen and, in the periodical 
Ruitertje, publishes regular updates on the history and genealogy of the Ruijter (Ruiter) 
family.  
 
The information on the earliest family members pre-dates church records and is derived 
from Judicial and Notary Records. The following is a summary of an extensive family tree and 
only contains information of direct relevance to the ancestry of Trijntje Post. More detailed 
information is available (in Dutch) on Jaap’s website(2). 
 

 

 
 
 

Figure 3. Early Ruijter family tree, covering the period of circa 1500 - 1680 
Source: Jaap Ruiter(2). 

 

 
4.  Jan Jansz Ruijter and Geesien Wijchers 
 
Among the earliest ancestors of the Ruijter family for whom church records have survived, 
is Jan Jansz Ruijter (1625) from Muggenbeet, a hamlet about 1 mile north-west of Blokzijl 
(see Fig. 2). Jan Jansz Ruijter was a son of Jan Sijmonsz Ruijter and he was born circa 1625(2). 
Jan Sijmon (Ruijter) is mentioned in the marriage record of his oldest son Sijmon Jansz who 
married Ydtjen Douwes on 17 December 1645 in the Reformed Church in Blokzijl. On 29 
January 1648 Jan Jansz Ruijter and Trijntien (Trijntje) Harms from Giethoorn were married in 
the Reformed Church of Giethoorn, a village seven miles east of Blokzijl.  
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Figure 4. Marriage record, Reformed Church Giethoorn, 29 January 1648, Jan Jansz Ruijter from 
Muggenbeete and Trijntie Harms from Giethoorn. 

Source: Historisch Centrum Overijssel(5). 
 

 
Baptism records of two of their children have been located. Their first born, Jan Jansz, named 
after his grandfather, was baptized in the Reformed Church of Blokzijl on 11 February 1649. 
Their second child, Wijcher, was baptized 3 years later in the same church, on 26 May 1652. 
Baptism records of these two children are included in Volume IIIb Supplemental of the Staal 
Family History. Jan and Trijntje may have had more children, but if so, baptism records for 
these children have not been located in the church books of Blokzijl, Giethoorn and 
Steenwijkerwold. 
 
Trijntje Harms died before 1659; her burial record has not been located. Following the death 
of Trijntje Harms, Jan Jansz Ruijter married Geesien (Geesje) Wijchers from Muggenbeet. 
Geesje was Doopsgezind (Anabaptist) and Jan was Reformed. As an interfaith marriage Jan 
and Geesje were most likely married by the Schout in Steenwijkerwold. Muggenbeet was 
within the Schoutambt Steenwijkerwold (under the jurisdiction of the Schout and 
Schepenen of Steenwijkerwold – the civil and judicial authorities of the village 
Steenwinkerwold). Their civil marriage record has not been located. Their marriage, dated 
31 December 1659, was recorded in the church book of the Reformed Church of 
Steenwijkerwold(4,5). 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Figure 5. Marriage record from the Reformed Church Steenwijkerwold, 31 December 1659, Jan Janse 

(Jansz) Ruiter, widower and Geesien (Geesje) Wijchers, young daughter, both from Muggenbeech. 
Source: Reformed Church Steenwijkerwold, Historisch Centrum Overijssel(5).  

 
 
Geesje, was born around 1625 and was Doopsgezind – Anabaptists, also known as 
Mennonites (see heading 9). She was baptized in the Reformed Church of Blokzijl on 4 April 
1661, after she married Jan Jansz de Ruijter. 
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Figure 6. Baptism record Geesje Wijchert, Reformed Church Blokzijl, 4 April 1661.  

‘Baptized, two adult individuals, one named Hendrik Volckens and the other Geesjen Wijchers’ 
Source: Historisch Centrum Overijssel6). 

 
 
Geesje gave birth to a son, named Wijcher Jansz, baptized in Blokzijl on 6 October 1661 (7). 
The naming of the child implies that a son of Jan Jansz Ruijter, by his first wife Trijntje Harms, 
also named Wijcher and baptized in 1652, had died.  
 

 

 
 
 

Figure 7. Baptism record Wijcher Jansz, Reformed Church Blokzijl 6 October 1661,  
son of Jan Jansz Ruijter and Geesjen Wijchers 

Source: Historisch Centrum Overijssel(7).   . 
 

 
Interestingly, on 5 March 1665 Geesje Wijchers was baptized for the second time, now in the 
Reformed Church of Blokzijl(8). She may have become a member of the protestant church or 
had chosen to do so because she expected death was imminent (vide infra). 
 

 

 
 
 

Figure 8. Baptism record Geesjen Wijchers, Reformed Church 5 March 1665, 
 ‘Baptized, an elderly person by the name of Geesjen Wijchers’ 

Source: Historisch Centrum Overijssel(8). 
 

 
Geesjen Wijchers died before 1668, as we may conclude from a court document dated 18 
June 1671. The document is shown on the next page, followed by a translation. 
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Figure 9. Record of ‘account of expenditure under guardianship, Jan Jansen (Jansz)  Ruijter  
18 June 1671(9). 

Source: Historisch Centrum Overijssel(9). 
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Translation: 

 
18 June 1671 

Judge Herman Otterbeek 
Assisted by: Arent den Broecke Borgems 

Hendrick Keuter 
 
 
Appeared before the Honorable Court, Jan Jansen Ruijter and 
has declared to have bought a certain half house with all that 
belongs to it, located in Muggenbeet - from Jan Wijchers and 
Sijmon Jansen as uncles and guardians of the child left behind 
by Geesjen Wijchers, married to the applicant Jan Jansen Ruijter   
- bought with the court’s consent, and of which a purchase letter 
was shown, dated 17 December 1668, for two hundred Carolus 
guilders, of which the applicant gave account, in the presence of 
Jan Wijchers, whose co-guardian has passed away some time 
ago. 
And it has been found that the applicant, the entries checked 
against submitted receipts, has spent seventy-six Carolus 
guilders, nineteen pennies and eight cents, balanced against the  
purchase price of 200-0-0, concluded that the aforementioned 
orphan is entitled to the sum of hundred twenty three Carolus 
guilders and eight pennies, this 123-08 being the balance 
against 200-0-0, which the applicant, as father of the 
forementioned child will keep for himself according to the 
agreement with aforementioned custodian, however with the 
condition that the applicant, based on fatherly affection, will 
take care of aforementioned orphan, including clothing, food 
and drinks, and other expenses as needed, until the orphan will 
reach adulthood, or any pre-agreed state, and thus commits his 
person and his goods, without exception, including the sales of 
the half house. 

 

 

Note: this translation is based on the transcript of original document by Jaap 
Ruiter(2) , verified and with minor edits by the author (LS). See also: 
Genealogical dictionary (old Dutch to modern Dutch) by André Dumont(10).  

 
 
From the document we learn: 



   EARLY MEMBERS OF THE RUIJTER FAMILY, CIRCA 1510 - 1625 
 

- 8 - 
  

- On 17 December 1668 Jan Jansen (Jansz) Ruijter purchased half of a house for the 
price of two hundred Carolus guilders. He had to account for this purchase in the 
weeskamer (orphan court) which was part of the judicial system. 

- The purchase of the house by Jan Jansz Ruijter in 1668, affected the rights/inheritance 
of the (half) orphan Wijcher Jansz.  

- The court hearing was a requirement, its purpose to safeguard the interests of his 
child, left behind after his wife Geesjen Wijchers  died. 

- The court hearing was on 18 June 1671, Jan Jansz Ruijter purchased the house on 17 
December 1668, from which follows that Geesjen Wijchers death pre-dates this 
transaction.  

- Geesjen left behind one child, Wijcher Jansz Ruijter. 
- Geesjen’s brother Jan Wijchers and the brother of Jan Jansz Ruijter, Sijmon Jansen 

(Jansz) (Ruijter), were previously appointed by the court as guardians. The court 
record of their appointment has not been located and predates April 1669, the 
earliest date for which guardianship records have been preserved.  

- Sijmon Jansz Ruijter, brother of Jan Jansz Ruijter, had died well before passage of this 
document. 
 

 

 
 
 

Figure 10. Picture of a silver Carolus guilder. 
Source: van Osnabrugge(11). 

 
 
It is of interest to get some insight into the value of the house purchase transaction, or put 
differently, how much is two hundred Carolus guilders worth in current money? The golden 
Carolus guilder was first issued in 1521 by the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V (in Latin 
Carolus) followed by the silver Carolus guilder in 1543 and was in use until 1680. Both coins 
were the equivalent of twenty stuivers. The value of the Carolus guilder in current money was 
approximately $60 hence, two hundred Carolus guilders was approximately  $ 12,000.  For 
comparison, an outdoor laborer earned 6.5 Carolus guilders per week, a master carpenter 
9 guilders(11). There were considerable variations across the country, nonetheless, we 
conclude that the house sold for less than an annual salary. 
 
From a legal record dated 1676 we may conclude that following the death of Geesje 
Wijchers, Jan Jansz Ruijter married Hilletje Bartels. The record is shown on the next page. 
Marriage records from the church books of the Reformed Church in Blokzijl, for the period 



   EARLY MEMBERS OF THE RUIJTER FAMILY, CIRCA 1510 - 1625 
 

- 9 - 
  

1660 – 1684 have not survived. Moreover, their marriage was not recorded in the church 
books of nearby towns or villages (Steenwijk, Steenwijkerwold, Giethoorn, and Vollenhove).  
 

 

 
 
 

Figure 11. Property transfer deed 1676, between  Jan Jans (Jansz) Ruijter and Henrick 
Martens as sellers, representative and guardians of the minor children of the late 

Marten Jansen with Hille Martens, and Tijs Beenen as buyer.  
Source: Historisch Centrum Overijssel(13). 
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Translation: 
 
Transfer 

Judge: H: Otterbeeck 
Assisted by: Peter Joo 

Jan van Lubeck 
 

Appeared before the honored Court, Jan Jans Ruijter, providing 
guarantees for Hillichien Bartels, spouses, Jan Martens, Albert 
Martens, and with Henrick Martens, as guardians of the minors of 
the late Marten Jans, procreated with Hille Martens, and declared 
together to have received a sum as payment in full and have sold to 
Tijs Beenen and his heirs, a certain house and boat yard, located in 
Muggenbeet, as big and as small as has been determined, exempt 
from lease payments, lord and carspel costs(*) for the neighborhood 
and adjacent neighborhood, with Hendrick Rijckens to the East and 
Wijcher Martens to the West, as neighbors.  
Furthermore, the aforementioned sellers hereby assign, transfer, 
and release their rights, without maintaining any rights, to the 
benefit and ownership, hereditary property of the aforementioned 
buyer, to exercise his free will, as per adhering inheritance and 
property rights, under guarantee of eviction (of the property), 
without prejudice, etc. 
 
 
 
(*) A carspel – also karspel or kerspel – is part of a church parish, also a 
neighborhood, looking after its policing/security, firefighting, and neighborhood 
justice/local dispute settlement. 
Note: this translation is based on the transcript by Jaap Ruiter(2),  verified and with 
some minor edits by the author (LS). See also: Genealogical Dictionary (old Dutch 
to modern Dutch) by André Dumont(12). 

 
 
From this record we conclude: 

- After  Geesje Wijchers had passed away, Jan Jans (Jansz) Ruijter married Hillichien 
Bartels 

- Jan Jansz Ruijter acted as guarantor for Jan Martens and Albert Martens, children of 
the late Marten Jans procreated with Hille Martens, in the sale of a house and a boat. 

- Hille Martens’ brother Hendrick Martens (Martensz) was present as guardian of her 
minor children. 

 
On 9 February 1680, the Courts in Steenwijk appointed a guardian for  Wijcher Jansz Ruijter, 
following the death of his father Jan Jansz Ruijter. We conclude that Jan Jansz Ruijter died 
sometime late 1679 or early 1680. Wijcher was 19 years old and was still a minor. The 
following document addresses the appointment of his two guardians, Jan Sijmonsz (Ruijter) 
and Jan Wijchersz. 
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Figure 12. Guardianship appointment by the courts in Steenwijk, 9 February 1680 for 
Wijcher Jans, child of the late Jan Jansen (Jansz) Ruijter and Geesjen Wijchers. 

Source: Historisch Centrum Overijssel(14). 
 

 
 

Translation: 
 

The 9 February 1680 
Judge H. Otterbeek 

assisted by: A. ten Broecke   
Barth. ten Broecke 

 

The Honorable Court has appointed as guardians of the minor named 
Wijcher Jans, left behind by the late Jan Jansen Ruijter and Geesjen 
Wijchers daughter, replaces Sijmon Jansen with a certain Jan Sijmons, 
who legally accepted, as his co-guardian Jan Wijchers Soeties, the 
guardianship aforementioned, under promise that all requirements will be 
upheld.   

  
 
In a court document dated 28 December 1681, the guardians of Wijcher Jans (Jansz) gave an 
account of how they had overseen his financial affairs. In addition to being of interest as an 
example of how guardians look after the financial interest of the orphan under their 
protection, the document provides further insight into some family relationships. 
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Continued on the next page 
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Figure 13. Account of the guardians of  Wijcher Jansz Ruijter, child of the late Jan Jansz 
Ruijter and  Geesjen Wijchers, 28 December 1681. 

Source: Historisch Centrum Overijssel(15). 
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Translation: 

28 December 1681 
Judge H. Otterbeek 

Assisted by: Barthold ten Broecke 
Cleijs Beenen 

 
Jan Wijchers Backer and Jan Luijties as guardians of the orphan left 
behind by the late Jan Jansen Ruijter and Geesjen Wijchers, married, 
have given account and else, of income/gains and surplus of the 
aforementioned orphan’s goods, in summary, as per the following. 
And with no findings, based on the detailed account consisting of 
cash, earned income by the aforementioned orphan, house lease, and 
taxes, together amounting to the sum of four hundred ninety-seven 
Carolus guilders, consisting of the capital sum of two hundred Carolus 
guilders against the co-guardian Jan Wijchers, reduced to fifty guilders 
capital, after one hundred and fifty guilders was deducted and 
established chargeable to Evert Intjes, added to the previous one 
hundred guilders and another fifty guilders, in total three hundred 
Carolus guilders capital, for which Evert Intjes signed a legal deed, in 
favor of the aforementioned orphan. 
The total amounts to four hundred thirty-one Carolus guilders, ninety 
pennies and ten cents.  
A further comparison shows that a sum of sixty-five Carolus guilders 
and six cents has been received, for which account has to be given in 
the next hearing, as far as it involves the orphan. 
Regarding the aforementioned accounts of receipts and expenses 
incurred by the aforementioned guardians, as far as it involves the 
orphan and the heirs of the late Hille Martens, the court decided, 
following the advice of the guardians that on receipts and expenses 
posted, affecting the orphan only, and after review and adjustments, 
rules that the orphan is to receive three hundred and twenty Carolus 
guilders and ten cents. 
However, the guardians have paid and spent on behalf of the orphan 
only, the sum of three hundred and seven Carolus guilders, nineteen 
pennies and ten cents. Therefore, the balance of the income versus 
the expenses is 12-11-6, owed by Jan Wijchers in favor of the orphan. 
Furthermore, the guardians confirmed to keep records of invoices, 
receipts and annotations, for review by interested parties,  after which 
this matter is closed and approved, of which this record. 
 
Note: this translation is based on the transcript by Jaap Ruiter(2), verified, with some 
minor edits by the author (LS),  using the Genealogical Dictionary by André 
Dumont(12). 
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Information obtained from this record: 
- Jan Wijchers (Wijchersz), a brother of Geesjen Wijchers, was mentioned in the 

guardianship record dated 1671. In a subsequent guardianship record, dated 1681, 
his last name was recorded as Backer.  

- The following is based on input from Jaap Ruiter, also included on his website(2).  
Geesje Wijchers was a cousin twice removed of Jan Jansz Ruijter, and a daughter of 
Wijcher Jansz Ruiter and Aeltjen Roelofs. Her brother Jan Wijchersz was a baker and 
became known as Jan Wijchersz Backer. 

- Jan Luijten is mentioned as a co-guardian. He must have been appointed by the court 
as a substitute for Jan Sijmonsz, implying that the latter had died. A court document 
for the appointment of Jan Luijten as guardian has not been located. 

-  A Hille Martens and her heirs are mentioned as part of the account. Hille was married 
to Marten Jansz Ruijter, older brother of Jan Jansz Ruijter(2). Hille and Marten Jansz 
both died around 1655. 

 
 
5. Wijcher Jansz Ruijter and Grietien Reijnders 
 
Wijcher Jansz Ruijter, baptized on 6 October 1661, was the son of Jan Jansz Ruijter and 
Geesje Wijchers. He married Grietien Reinders from Muggenbeet, who was Doopsgezind – 
Anabaptist. Because of their interfaith marriage they were most likely married by the Schout 
of Steenwijkerwold. Their marriage was recorded in the church book of the Reformed Church 
of Steenwijkerwold(16), some seven miles north-east of Muggenbeet and Blokzijl. 
  

 

 
 
 

Figure 14. Marriage record Wijcher Jans (Jansz) and Grietien Reinders, both from 
Muggenbeet, 9 January 1686. 

Source: Historisch Centrum Overijssel(16). 
 

 
As an Anabaptist Grietien Reinders was baptized as an adult on 30 September 1687 in the 
Reformed Church of Blokzijl. She was approximately 22 years old. For more information on 
Anabaptism, see also  heading 9. 
 

 

 
 
 

Figure 15. Baptism record of the Reformed Church in Blokzijl, 30 September 1687.  
‘A woman baptized in the confirmation of the faith , Grietje Reijnders’. 

Source: Historisch Centrum Overijssel(17).     
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Between 1686 and 1708 Wijcher Jansz and Grietje Reijnders had eight children, all baptized 
in the Reformed Church in Blokzijl.  
 

Wijcher Jans (Jansz) Ruijter and Grietje Reijnders, married 9 January 1686 in Blokzijl 

Name of the child Baptized Died 

Jan Wijchers Ruijter(18) 27 Oct 1686  

Cornelis Wijchers Ruijter(19) 6 Jul 1688  

Albert Wijchers Ruijter(20 26 Jul 1691 Before 1703 

Geesje Wijchers Ruijter(21) 11 Oct 1693  

Tijmentje Wijchers Ruijter(22) 3 Jul 1696 Before 1698 

Tijmentje Wijchers Ruijter(23 1 May 1698  

Albert Wijchers Ruijter(24) 3 Oct 1703   

Reinder Wijchers Ruijter(25) 26 Feb 1708 25 August 1785 

 
Trijntje Post is a descendant of Albert Wijchers (Wijchersz) Ruijter, who was baptized on 3 
October 1703(24). His baptism record is shown in the next illustration. 
 

 

 
 
 

Figure 16. Baptism record of Albert (Wijchersz), in the church books of the Reformed Church 
in Blokzijl, 3 October 1703, father Wijcher Jansz (Ruijter), mother Grietje Reijnders. 

Historisch Centrum Overijssel(24). 
 

 
A legal record dated 21 October 1691, confirms that Wijcher Jansz is indeed Wijcher Jansz 
Ruijter. The record addresses a loan of 150 guilders by Jan Wijchers Sootjes to Wijcher 
Jansen (Jansz) Ruijter and Grietjen Reijnders. 
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Figure 17. Legal record dated 21 October 1691:  a deed for a loan between Jan Wijchers Sootjes and 
Wijcher Jansen Ruijter and Grietjen Reijnders. 

Source: Historisch Centrum Overijssel(26).    
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Translation: 
21 October 1691 

Judge H. Otterbeeck 
Assisted by: G van Essen 

Peter Dircx 
 

Appeared before the Honorable Court, Wijcher Jansen Ruijter and Grietje 
Reijnders, married couple from Muggenbeet, declared to have received 
and being indebted to Jan Wijchers Sootjes and his heirs, the sum of fifty 
daalders (old Dutch currency) or 150 guilders capital, accepting that this 
capital is subject to an annual interest of five percent, the due date, the 
current date in the year 1692, until such time that the debt will have been 
paid off, with 3 months’ notice, with the following collateral: house, 
property (land) and boat yard, where the applicants currently reside, with 
to the east Volcken Clasen and to the west Gerrit Backer, and 
furthermore, without exception, will take possession of all their personal 
belongings, movable and immovable, in case of default of principle and 
interest payment, and may claim cost and compensation, executed as 
per law of the land. 
 
Note: this translation is based on the transcript by Jaap Ruijter (2). 
  

 
Records of the deaths of Wijcher Jansz and Grietje Reijnders have not been located. Burial 
records for Blokzijl were not kept or were not preserved prior to 1780 and their deaths/burials 
were not recorded in the church books of Steenwijk. 
 
6.  Albert Wijchersz Ruijter and Luitje Jans  
 
Albert Wijchersz, son of Wijcher Jansz Ruijter and Grietien Reijnders, married Luijtje Jans in 
the Reformed Church of Blokzijl. The marriage record is shown below. The date at the top of 
the page, 19 April 1734, refers to the Notice of Marriage, the last sentence states that they 
were married in Blokzijl on 9 May 1734.  Albert lived in Muggenbeet, a community to the 
north-east of Blokzijl.   The place of residence of Luijtje Jans was listed as ‘outside Blokzijl’. 
 

 

 
 

 
Figure 18. Marriage record of Albert Wichers and 

Luitje Jans, Notice of Marriage 19 April 1734, 
married 9 May 1734. 

Source: Historisch Centrum Overijssel(27). 
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Their children were all baptized in the Grote Kerk in Blokzijl. Their first child, Maartje, was 
baptized on 30 January 1735. The baptism records of eleven children have been located. 
Albert and Luitje had two sets of twins. 
 

Albert Wichers and Luitje Jans, married in Blokzijl on 19 April 1734 

Child Baptism Remarks 

Maartje(29) 30 Jan 1735  

Wicher(30) 30 Sep 1736  

Wicher(31) 5 Jan 1738 Father’s name listed as Albert Jans(*) 

Jan & Wicher – twins(32) 26 Apr 1739  

Grietje(33) 31 Jul 1740  

Geertje(34) 25 Nov 1742 Father’s name listed as Albert Visser(*) 

Geertje(35) 7 Mar 1745 Father’s name listed as Albert Geerts(*) 

Wichertje & Jantje – twins(36) 5 Mar 1749  

Wiger (Wicher)(37) 22 Jul 1753  

(*) Such mistakes were not uncommon. 

 
Trijntje Post is a descendant of Grietje Alberts Ruijter, who was named after her grandmother 
Grietje Reijnders.   
 

 

 
 

 
Figure 19. Baptism record of Grietje Alberts Ruijter, 31 July 1740, father Albert Wichers, mother Luijtje 

Jansz (Jans). 
Source: Historisch Centrum Overijssel(33).   

 
 
Grietje Alberts Ruijter married Jan ten Caaten, on 23 October 1767. She was his second wife. 
Jan lived in Amsterdam, but the couple were married in Blokzijl. This marriage marks the fork 
in the road for the Ruijter and Staal genealogies.  
 
Little is known about Jan ten Caaten’s ancestry. The Notice of Marriage for his first marriage 
(his wife died at an early age), stated that he and his mother were from Kampen (Overijssel). 
They may have lived in Kampen, but Jan was not baptized in any of Kampen’s three Reformed 
Churches. Additional searches in the church books of the Reformed Churches of Vollenhove 
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and Blokzijl were unsuccessful. Searches for a marriage record for his mother Catrina Palt 
were equally unsuccessful.  
Jan registered to marry in Amsterdam. The notice of marriage was recorded in one of the 
reformed churches, on 9 August 1767(38).  
 

 

 
 
 

Figure 20. Notice of Marriage Jan ten Caaten and Grietje Albers Ruijter, 9 August 1767. 
Source: Family History Library, Salt Lake City, USA(38). 

 

 
 
Translation:  
 
Blokzijl 
He, his wife’s death               Sij, father’s consent  
duly noted.                                duly noted. 
  
Declared, as per the above date, Jan ten Caaten from Kampen, Reformed, 
widower of Catrina Muijs, (residing) in the Haarlemmerhouttuinnen, and 
Grietje Albers Ruijter, from Blokzijl, 24 years old, residing at 
Achterburgwal, her father Albert Wighers Ruijter from Blokzijl. 
Requesting three Sunday announcements, to make their marriage official 
and confirm in full, as far as there are no legal objections and after they 
declared truthfully that they are free persons (not bound by previous 
marriage) and not related to each other by blood, which would preclude a 
Christian Marriage, their request is granted.               
 
                                                  Jan ten Caaten 
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Following the Notice of Marriage and the three announcements in Amsterdam, Jan ten 
Caaten and Grietje Albers Ruijter were married in the Grote Kerk in Blokzijl, on 23 October 
1767. It is noteworthy that both lived in Amsterdam. 
 

 

 
 
 

Figure 21. Marriage record Jan ten Kaate (ten Caaten), widower of Catrina Muijs, from Amsterdam and 
Grietje Alberts Ruijter, young daughter, previously having lived in Blokzijl, now residing in Amsterdam. 

Notice was given in Amsterdam on 23 October. in the area of Blokzijl, now residing in Amsterdam. 
Attestation given through Amsterdam. 

Source: Family History Library, Salt Lake City, USA(39). 
 

 
 

Translation:  
 
1767    August 9th 
 
Jan ten Kaate, widower of Catrina Muijs, from 
Amsterdam and Grietje Alberts Ruijter, young daughter, 
previously having lived in Blokzijl, now living in 
Amsterdam. 
Notice was given in Amsterdam on 23 October.   

 
 
After they were married, Jan and Grietje settled in Amsterdam, as is evident from the baptism 
records of their children. Their first child was named Catrina, after Jan’s mother Catrina 
Palt(s). Catriena was baptized on 2 November 1768 in the Noorderkerk. Baptism records of 
five children have been located, of which four were baptized in the Noorderkerk. The 
Noorderkerk is located in the Amsterdam Jordaan area, near the Haarlemmerhouttuinen the 
address where Jan lived when he and Grietje were married.  
 
Jan ten Caaten died 19 January 1815(40), at Bikkers Eiland 24 in Amsterdam. He was 80 years 
old when he died. Grietje died at the same address on 26 October 1820. She was 77 years 
old(41).  
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Figure 22. Death record of Grietje Albers Ruijter, died 26 October 1820 in Amsterdam. 
Source: Stadsarchief Amsterdam(41). 

 
 

 
Translation 
 
The twenty seventh October 1820, at two o’clock in the afternoon is 
recorded the death of Grietje Albers Ruijter. Died the twenty sixth of this 
month at three o’clock in the afternoon, old seventy-seven years, residing 
Bikkers Eiland 24, district U, where she died, born in Blokzijl, widow of Jan 
ten Caten. The deceased not leave any  real estate behind, and left behind a 
child. 
As per declaration of Willem ten Cate, thirty-nine years old, residing Singel 
103, profession second hand goods seller, son of the deceased, and by 
Hendrik Wilms Schareijtzer, old twenty-five years, residing Brouwersgracht 
(?) 56, profession painter, acquaintance of the deceased. 
This dead, after reading, has been signed by both witnesses and ratified by 
me, member of the Commission of the Civil Registry of the City of 
Amsterdam, as per the law.  
 
Signatures 
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7.  The family tree for the period 1595 – 1820 
 

 
 
 

Figure 22. A part of the Ruijter family tree, as far as it intersects with the Staal family genealogy. 
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8.  Blokzijl, Muggenbeet and the surrounding area(42-44). 
 
Most of our ancestors from the Ruijter family lived around Blokzijl and the nearby hamlet 
Muggenbeet, in the province Overijssel.  
 
The village/town Blokzijl developed during the second half of the 16th century, late by 
comparison to other towns and villages in the area. Interestingly, this is around the same 
time that our earliest ancestors from the region can be identified. Blokzijl was strategically 
located at the river Aa estuary and the shores of the Zuiderzee (now IJsselmeer). This is 
illustrated in a cut-out of a detailed map of Overijssel from 1648, by Pieter van den Keere, 
available at the Library of Congress, Washington DC, USA.  
 

 

 
 
 

Figure 23. Detail from the map of Overijssel (Ditio Trans Insula) by Pieter van den Keere, dated 1648. 
Note that the map has been drawn with West facing upwards. 

Source: Library of Congress, Washington D.C., USA(45).   
 

 
The river Aa played a significant role in the development of the area. Like elsewhere in the 
Netherlands, the bogs and marshes were uninhabitable until drainage and cultivation 
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started in the 11th century(46). A system of drainage canals was constructed, discharging into 
the river Aa. The river provided another important function, it connected the town Steenwijk 
with the Zuiderzee. While originally flowing into the Zuiderzee near Baerlo, to improve year 
around navigability and drainage, the river was increasingly canalized. Drainage sluices 
constructed in the Zuiderzeedijk protected the land adjacent to the Zuiderzee from flooding.  
In 1438 the first of the drainage sluices was converted into a lock, allowing the passage of 
ships. Later two more sluices would be converted to locks. More details on the history of the 
development of the river Aa can be found on the website Ruitersporen(2). 
 
Peat became a major source of trade with Holland and the river Aa gained importance in the 
transportation of peat, a main driver for its canalization. At the location of the three locks 
settlements started to emerge, initially no more than a few houses, known as Grote Zijl (the 
large lock). The first mention of Bluxiel (Blokzijl) dates from 1524.  
 
The following illustration is a map of Blokzijl from 1572 during the early phase of the Eighty 
Years War between the Netherland and Spain. It depicts troops under the command of 
Caspard de Robles recapturing the town from insurgents. It should be noted that this was 
during the lifetime of Sijmen Jansz Ruijter – born circa 1560, who was the approximately 12 
years old. 
 

 

 
 
 

Figure 24. Map of Blokzijl, dated 1572. 
Source: toen en nu(47). 

 



   EARLY MEMBERS OF THE RUIJTER FAMILY, CIRCA 1510 - 1625 
 

- 26 - 
  

The leadership of the newly formed Republic of the Seven United Provinces of the 
Netherlands – the Dutch Republic – established in 1581, considered Blokzijl of extreme 
military and economic importance. In 1581 William of Orange ordered Diederik van Sonoy 
to take and occupy Blokzijl and to develop it into a stronghold from where military action 
could be taken against Spanish troops sailing the Zuiderzee and attacking the coastal towns 
of Holland. A second objective was to control the waterway to Steenwijk, to secure supply 
of peat and beef cattle. Shortly thereafter, the small town was turned into a walled fortress 
as is shown in the next illustration. 
 

 

 
 
 

Figure 25. Map of Blokzijl 1649 from the atlas of Joan Blaeu. Note that North is to the left. 
Source: Zuiderzeemuseum Enkhuizen(48). 

 

 
In 1609 the construction of the Grote Kerk (the Grand Church) started, one of the first 
purposely built Reformed churches in the Netherlands. The first phase was completed in 
1613, but due to the expanding population, soon the church became too small and was 
extended in three phases, completed in 1644, 1650 and 1662. Baptism records have been 
preserved since 1644, while the oldest marriage records date back to 1631.The following 
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illustration is a cut-out of the map by Joan Blaeu, showing the town center with the church 
in greater detail. 
 

 

 
 
 

Figure 26. Center of Blokzijl with the church, dated 1649. 
Source: cut-out from the map shown in the previous illustration(48). 
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An etching by Johannes Peeters, dated 1674 gives an impression of the skyline of fortress 
Blokzijl, with the now completed Reformed Church, as seen from the Zuiderzee.  
 

 

 
 
 

Figure 26. Blokzijl, etching by Johannes Peeters published by Casper Bouttats, 1674. 
Source:  National Library of the Netherlands(49). 

 

 
For the next 50 years Blokzijl had a thriving economy, based on trade with Holland, 
particularly Amsterdam and Enkhuizen. The silting up of the harbor of Blokzijl, and the 
eastern shore of the Zuiderzee around Blokzijl, became an increasing impediment for 
shipping and trade. Furthermore, during the Franco-Dutch War of 1672 the French, assisted 
by their allies England, Münster and Cologne, invaded the eastern provinces, including 
Blokzijl, blocking trade with Holland. It was the end of what was once a thriving economy. 
Blokzijl never regained its importance as a harbor. 
 
 Muggenbeet 
 
Several generations of the Ruijter family lived in Muggenbeet, a hamlet about two miles to 
the north-east of Blokzijl. One of the earliest maps showing the location of Muggenbeet is a 
map of Overijssel by Nicolaas ten Have, dated 1648. The following illustration is a cut-out of 
the detailed map, showing the area between Blokzijl, Steenwijkerwold and Muggenbeet 
located at the intersection of ‘t Nieuwe Diep (later called Steenwijkerdiep) and the Wetering. 
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Figure 27. Area between Blokzijl (Blockzyl) and Steenwijkerwold (steenwijckerwolt) on a map of Overijssel 

by Nicolaas ten Have, dated 1648. 
Source: https://geheugen.delpher.nl(50).    

 

  
The earliest reference to members of the Ruijter family living in the hamlet Muggenbeet 
(Muggenbeke), found thus far, is the marriage record of Sijmon Jansz (Ruijter), older brother 
of Jan Jansz Ruijter(51). The record mentions his father Jan Sijmons (Ruijter) from Muggenbeke 
(Muggenbeet).  Note: beet, bete, beke, beecq, is old local dialect for brook or stream. 
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Figure 28. Reformed Church Blokzijl, marriage record 17 December 1645 
“ Sijmon Jansz, son left behind by Jan Sijmons from Muggenbeke and Ydtjen Douwes, daughter left 

behind by Douwe Iskes from Zergeest in Vrieslant (Friesland)”. 
Source: Historisch Centrum Overijssel(51). 

 

 
The early history of Muggenbeet dates back to around the year 1000, when the area was still 
part of Frisia. On his website(2), Jaap Ruiter has provided a brief overview of the history and 
development of Muggenbeet. 
 
9.  Doopsgezinden – Anabaptists – Mennonites(52-55) 
 
Many of the early ancestors of the Ruijter family were Doopsgezind, Anabaptists, also known 
as Mennonites. Several of our Ruijter ancestors, who themselves were members of the 
Dutch Reformed Church, married women from anabaptist families.  
 
Mennonites follow the teaching of Menno Sijmons (1496 – 1561), who was from Witmarsum 
in Friesland, and can be placed next to Luther, Calvin, and Zwingli, as the only Dutch church 
reformer. At the core of the Mennonite doctrine is the baptizing of adults only, voluntarily, 
consciously and at the specific request of the adult, after writing a personal confession of 
their faith. 
 
Although initially a more radical movement, under the teachings of Menno Sijmons 
Anabaptists embraced pacifism, did not carry arms, and hence did not serve in the military 
and had limited participation in government or government services. They adhered to what 
they considered a pure Christian lifestyle, akin to the early Christian communities. Several 
sub-streams emerged, some more liberal, like the Mennonites in Blokzijl, others were 
stricter. In the US, a representation of this survived among the Amish communities, who are 
from Swiss and Alsatian origin. 
 
The following illustration is an etching by Jan Luyken (1649 – 1712) depicting an outdoor 
Mennonite baptism in a creek or river.  
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Figure 29. Mennonite baptism according to an etching by Jan Luyken. 
Source: Another radical reformation, Simon Fry(56).  

 

 
Anabaptism spread to the area around Blokzijl from the north. In the mid-1500s, small 
numbers were converted and baptized by Leanart Bouwes, a close associate of Menno 
Sijmons. In the second half of the 1500s and early 1600s, Mennonite peat diggers moved 
from Friesland to participate in the exploration of the bogs of North-Western Overijssel and 
settled in the nearby villages and towns, including Blokzijl. 
 
While in the Dutch Republic Calvinism was the only State sanctioned religion, other religions 
were tolerated, including Catholicism, Judaism, and Anabaptism. However, although 
tolerated, their followers were not allowed to practice their faith in public and their houses 
of worship were hidden from public view. 
 
While in some areas in the Dutch Republic, Jews and Mennonites were precluded from 
participation in guilds, many Mennonites from Blokzijl and surrounding area were members 
of the Grootschippersgilde – the large skippers’ guild. The Grootschippersgilde controlled 
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shipping from Blokzijl to its trading partners across the Zuiderzee, Amsterdam, Enkhuizen 
and Hoorn, and across the North Sea to Bremen, Hamburg and as far as England. 
Mennonites could be members of the Grootschippersgilde but were not eligible to become 
one of the four Gildemeesters – Guild Masters. To be a guild master, one had to be a member 
of the Reformed Church.  
 
Around the year 1600 Mennonites equaled the number of Protestants in Blokzijl. The 
Mennonites were a financially thriving community.  
  
Currently there are about four million Anabaptists around the world. The largest groups are 
the Mennonites with 2.1 million followers, the German Baptists with 1.5 million, the Amish 
with three-hundred thousand and the Hutterites with fifty thousand followers.  
 
 

____________________________________________ 
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